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Glossary 
 

Term Definition 

Development Consent 

Order (DCO) 

An order made under the Planning Act 2008 granting development consent 

for one or more Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIP). 

Hornsea Project Four 

Offshore Wind Farm 

The term covers all elements of the project (i.e. both the offshore and 

onshore). Hornsea Four infrastructure will include offshore generating 

stations (wind turbines), electrical export cables to landfall, and connection 

to the electricity transmission network. Hereafter referred to as Hornsea 

Four. 

 

Acronyms 
 

Acronym Definition 

CEA Cumulative Effects Assessment 

DCO Development Consent Order 

ECC Export Cable Corridor 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

ES Environmental Statement 

ExA Examining Authority 

HVAC High Voltage Alternating Current 

HVDC High Voltage Direct Current 

LSE Likely Significant Effect 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs 

MLWS Mean Low Water Springs 

SoCG Statement of Common Ground 

OnSS Onshore substation 

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

UK United Kingdom 

WFD Water Framework Directive 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Reason for this document 

1.1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared between Orsted Hornsea 

Project Four Limited (‘the Applicant’) and the Environment Agency to set out the areas of 

agreement and disagreement between the two parties in relation to the proposed 

Development Consent Order (DCO) application for the Hornsea Project Four offshore wind 

farm (hereafter referred to as ‘Hornsea Four’).  

 

1.1.1.2 This SoCG covers the onshore topics of Hydrology and Flood Risk, onshore Ecology, and 

Geology and Ground Conditions only, in addition to general matters relevant on onshore 

and the project as a whole. It also covers in lesser detail the offshore topics of Marine 

Geology, Oceanography and Physical Processes, the offshore Water Framework Directive 

(WFD) Assessment and Commercial Fisheries.  

 

1.1.1.3 The need for a SoCG between the Applicant and Environment Agency is set out within the 

Rule 6 letter issued by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on 24th January 2022.1 

 

1.1.1.4 It is the intention that this document will facilitate further discussions between the Applicant 

and the Environment Agency and will provide PINS with a clear overview of the level of 

common ground between both parties. This document will be updated throughout the 

application process. 

 

1.2 Approach to SoCG 

1.2.1.1 The Applicant took the decision at an early stage to adopt a proportionate approach to 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for Hornsea Four which is detailed and integrated 

throughout the application for development consent. The Impacts Register (Volume A4, 

Annex 5.1: Impacts Register (APP-049)) is a key tool that details all potential impacts 

identified for Hornsea Four and sets the scope of the EIA at various stages of the project 

(Scoping, Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) and DCO). In line with the 

Applicants approach to proportionality, only Likely Significant Effects (LSE) are included 

within the individual topic assessments of the Environmental Statement (ES).  

 

1.2.1.2 The structure of this SoCG is as follows: 

 

• Section 1: Introduction; 

• Section 2: Consultation; 

• Section 3: Onshore Agreement Log; 

• Section 4: Offshore Agreement Log; and 

• Section 5: Summary. 

  

 
1 EN010098-000901-Hornsea 4 Rule 6 letter.pdf (planninginspectorate.gov.uk)  
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1.3 Application elements under the Environment Agency remit 

1.3.1.1 The elements of Hornsea Four which may affect the interests of the Environment Agency 

are work numbers 2 and 4 to 1 nautical mile (NM) off the coast (offshore works), and work 

numbers 6 to 10, onshore. These are detailed in Part 1 (Authorised Development) of 

Schedule 1 (Authorised Project) of the draft DCO (C1.1: Draft DCO including Draft DML 

(APP-203)). 

 

1.4 Overview of Hornsea Four 

1.4.1.1 Hornsea Four is an offshore wind farm which will be located approximately 65 km offshore 

the East Riding of Yorkshire in the Southern North Sea and will be the fourth project to be 

developed in the former Hornsea Zone.  Hornsea Four will include both offshore and onshore 

infrastructure and consists of: 

 

• Hornsea Four array area: This is where the offshore wind generating station will be 

located which will include the turbines, array cables, offshore accommodation 

platforms and a range of offshore substations as well as offshore interconnector cables 

and export cables; 

• Hornsea Four offshore export cable corridor (ECC): This is where the permanent 

offshore electrical infrastructure (offshore export cables, as well as the High Voltage 

Alternating Current (HVAC) booster station (if required), will be located; 

• Hornsea Four intertidal area: This is the area between Mean High Water Springs 

(MHWS) and Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS) through which all of the offshore export 

cables will be installed; 

• Hornsea Four onshore export cable corridor: This is where the permanent onshore 

electrical cable infrastructure will be located; and 

• Hornsea Four onshore substation (OnSS) including energy balancing infrastructure: 

This is where the permanent onshore electrical substation infrastructure (onshore High 

Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) converter/HVAC substation, energy balancing 

infrastructure and connections to the National Grid) will be located. 
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2 Consultation 

2.1 Summary of consultation with the Environment Agency 

2.1.1.1 Table 1 summarises the consultation that the Applicant has undertaken with Environment 

Agency during the pre-application phase. In addition, a number of Position Statements and 

draft documents (including the impacts Register) have been issued throughout the per-

application stage of Hornsea Four, for review and comment. 

 
 

Table 1: Summary of pre-application consultation with the Environment Agency. 

 

Date Form of 

consultation 

Statutory/Non 

Statutory 

Summary 

12/09/2018 Meeting 

 

Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Water and Flood Risk Evidence Plan 

Technical Panel meeting #1 

 

Initial meeting to discuss the approach to the Scoping Report, 

and the scope of any proposed surveys, the EIA including 

assessment methodology and the initial discussion of key issues 

or areas of concern. 

15/10/2018 Consultation Statutory Hornsea Project Four Offshore Wind Farm Scoping Report 

 

23/11/2018 Consultation 

response 

Statutory Scoping Opinion 

 

Providing comments on the Scoping Report. 

15/01/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Water and Flood Risk Evidence Plan 

Technical Panel meeting #2 

 

Meeting to provide project updates, and an overview of the 

survey methodology and preliminary results obtained from 

ongoing surveys. Discussion on Scoping responses received by 

the project, accompanied by a discussion on the next steps for 

the PEIR and ES assessments. 

05/04/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Water and Flood Risk Evidence Plan 

Technical Panel meeting #3 

 

Meeting to provide project updates, Hornsea Fours 

proportionate EIA, further evidence base to scope out impacts 

where consensus had not been reached with stakeholders, as 

well as the next steps to seeking consensus with stakeholders 

on the approach to the PEIR. 

05/04/2019 Position Paper 

 

Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Water Resources and Flood Risk 

Technical Panel meeting #3 Position Paper 
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Date Form of 

consultation 

Statutory/Non 

Statutory 

Summary 

Position paper to support and inform the third Water and Flood 

Risk Evidence Plan Technical Panel meeting. Provided further 

detail on baseline data collection, responses to key scoping 

opinions received, the propose approach to the PEIR and 

focussed questions for stakeholders. 

08/04/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Ecology Evidence Plan Technical Panel 

meeting #3 

 

Meeting to provide project updates, Hornsea Fours 

proportionate EIA, further evidence base to scope out impacts 

where consensus had not been reached with stakeholders, as 

well as the next steps to seeking consensus with stakeholders 

on the approach to the PEIR. 

27/06/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Water and Flood Risk Technical Panel 

meeting #4 

 

Meeting to provide project updates, further evidence base to 

scope out impacts where consensus had not been reached with 

stakeholders, and to present an update on how to read the 

Hornsea Four proportionate PEIR. 

09/07/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Ecology Evidence Plan Technical Panel 

meeting #4 

 

Meeting to provide project updates, further evidence base to 

scope out impacts where consensus had not been reached with 

stakeholders, and to present an update on how to read the 

Hornsea Four proportionate PEIR. 

13/08/2019 Consultation Statutory Hornsea Project Four PEIR 

 

Published for statutory Section 42 consultation. 

23/11/2019 Consultation 

response 

Statutory Environment Agency letter response to PEIR 

 

Providing comments on the PEIR. 

05/11/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Water and Flood Risk Technical Panel 

meeting #5 

 

Meeting to provide project updates since the submission of the 

PEIR and the close of the 2019 Section 42 consultation. 

Summary and Hornsea Fours initial responses to key Section 42 

comments received, and to seek consensus on the approach to 

the ES. 

13/11/2019 Meeting Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Ecology Evidence Plan Technical Panel 

meeting #5 
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Date Form of 

consultation 

Statutory/Non 

Statutory 

Summary 

Meeting to provide project updates since the submission of the 

PEIR and the close of the 2019 Section 42 consultation. 

Summary and Hornsea Fours initial responses to key Section 42 

comments received and to seek consensus on the approach to 

the ES. 

05/02/2020 Meeting Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – EIA & DCO workshop (Environment 

Agency) meeting #1 

 

To discuss specific comments raised by the EA at Section 42 

and through the evidence plan process around flood 

improvements, opportunities for enhancements, updates to 

project Commitments, Protective Provisions, and the 

Disapplication of the 2016 Environmental Permitting 

Regulations. 

17/02/2020 Consultation Statutory Further Statutory Section 42 consultation 

 

Published by the Applicant for comments. 

01/04/2020 Position Paper Non Statutory Hornsea Project Four – Hydrology and Flood Risk Assessment 

of modelled water levels for OnSS & Commitments Position 

Paper 

 

Position paper on Hornsea Fours updated proposed position to 

freeboard mitigation and updates to relevant Commitments 

discussed as Section 42 and in subsequent evidence plan 

technical panel meetings.  

29/01/2021 Meeting Non Statutory Meeting held between the respective estates teams to discuss 

Protective Provisions and specific crossing matters.  

07/06/2021 Position 

Papers 

Non Statutory In addition, issue of baseline validity position papers for 

ecology, ground condition and hydrology and flood risk, 

reflecting a delay to the DCO application submission. 

17/06/2021 Draft 

documents 

Non Statutory Draft DCO documents issued for review 

 

The following documents were shared with the Environment 

Agency to review, prior to DCO application submission: 

 

• Geology and Ground Conditions ES Chapter 

• Hydrology and Flood Risk ES Chapter 

• Impacts Register Tabs for each of the abovementioned 

topics. 

• Draft commitments register. 

07/09/2021 Meeting 

 

 

 

Non Statutory Meeting to discuss comments received from the EA on flood 

defence investment, OnSS flood risk and excavations, peak 

flow allowances, withdrawal of flood defences and statement 

of common ground. 
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4 Offshore Agreement log 

4.1 Overview 

4.1.1.1 This section of the SoCG set out the level of agreement between the parties for each 

relevant offshore topic (as identified in paragraph 1.1.1.2). 

 

4.1.1.2 The following section of this SoCG summaries the level of agreement between Hornsea Four 

and the Environment Agency on all relevant matters seaward of MHWS. 
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5 Summary 

5.1.1.1 This SoCG has outlined the consultation that has taken place between the Applicant and 

the Environment Agency during the pre-application phase. The agreement logs present the 

position reached between Hornsea Four and the Environment Agency in relation to relevant 

onshore and offshore matters. 

 

5.1.1.2 This SoCG will be updated as discussions progress and made available to the ExA as 

requested through the DCO examination phase. 




